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MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-PRINCIPAL 
 
Dear Families and Community Members, 
 
As we approach the end of the first month of school, I’m amazed by the many activities 
and programs run by staff, students, and parents at Thornlea Secondary School. In 
less than three weeks, we have caught up with old friends, made new friends, set per-
sonal goals, and begun what will be an awesome school year. In addition, we have:  
welcomed our Grade 9 students and their parents during Transition Day; tried out for 
and formed teams in girls’ field hockey, boys’ rugby, girls’ basketball, boys’ soccer, co-
ed swimming, cross country, and tennis; dutifully reported to practices; attended Grade 
9 Movie Night; worked with one another during Grade 9 FIT Day at Camp Green 
Acres; campaigned for a position on Student Council (TSAC); joined new clubs; re-
launched our successful Breakfast Club; and hosted our first School Council meeting. 
Having so many activities in such a short amount of time is evidence of a very vibrant, 
thriving, and busy school. 
 
If we consider just the next two weeks alone, we’ll see: 
 

Safety Week when students and staff will participate in a variety of activities includ-
ing safety assemblies and a lockdown drill. Teachers will review instructions for 
drills with each of their classes so that students are prepared and aware of the 
expected response in the event of an emergency.  

 
The 35th Annual Terry Fox Run commemorated at Thornlea on Wednesday,  
 October 30. All Period 2 classes will participate in the run, occurring on the back 

field. Our goal is to raise $1,500. The class that raises the most money will be 
treated to breakfast in the cafeteria. 

 
TSAC visiting the Youth Leadership Camp Canada (YLCC) camp in Orillia with our 

administration for a fun-filled weekend to learn more about leadership.  
 
Our annual Club Fair on Friday, October 2. Students will have an opportunity to 

speak to members from the various clubs at Thornlea. A variety of clubs and 
groups will have booths set up in the hallway and be available to answer ques-
tions and promote their clubs and groups. Encourage your child to visit the 
booths and to consider joining one of the many groups at Thornlea.   

 
Photo Retake Day on Wednesday, October 7 for those students who haven’t  
 already taken their photos or those who are not pleased with the results of the 

first photo. 
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Beyond the next two weeks, you can look forward to: 
 

Interim Report Cards being issued to students on Wednesday, October 
14.Teachers continue to collect and respond to assessment data. Parents are 
reminded to review the information on the report and to connect with their child’s 
teacher should they have any concerns.  

 
Parents’ Night on Thursday, October 29. More information about scheduling an ap-

pointment with your child’s teacher will be available at the time the interim re-
ports are issued. 

 
Grade 8 Family Night. We invite all parents and students who are interested in be-

coming members of the Thornlea community to the school on Thursday, Octo-
ber 15, when you can learn more about Thornlea and all that it has to offer you.  

 
On a final note, if you are willing and able to assist us in offering breakfast to our stu-
dents at the start of each day, we gratefully accept your donations. Currently, we offer 
a cereal and oatmeal breakfast on Monday and Wednesday, a bagel breakfast on 
Tuesdays, and a waffle breakfast on Thursdays. We hope to continue with a hot break-
fast on Fridays. If you would like to donate food such as yogurt, cereal, oatmeal, milk, 
bagels, or frozen waffles, we invite you to drop them off in the main office and we will 
ensure that they are used by our Breakfast Club. 
 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
 
 
John Sebastiano 
Vice-Principal 
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TSS Literacy Corner: 
 
Guided by our purpose to prepare learners for life in our changing world, 
Thornlea Secondary School is greatly committed to increasing student 
achievement in literacy. As such, Thornlea is pleased to share with you the 
results of the 2014-2015 Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test.  
 
 
Fully Participating Students who were successful: 92% 
 

 Number of students who wrote: 131 
 English language learners: 6% 
 Students with special education needs (excluding gifted): 19% 
 Students with special education needs receiving accommodations 

(excluding gifted): 16% 
 Students who speak only or mostly a language (or languages) other than 

English at home: 13% 
 
 
A detailed discussion of our results will be shared at the next Parent Council 
meeting set for Monday October 19th, 2015 at 7:15 p.m. in the library. We 
look forward to seeing you there! 
 
 
Georgia Vatousis and the Literacy Committee 
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Grade 9 FIT Day 2015 Grade 9 FIT Day 2015   

at Green Acres Camp!!at Green Acres Camp!!  
 
Every year, Thornlea's student council (TSAC) takes our Grade 9s to Camp Green Acres for Grade 9 
FIT Day (Friends In Thornlea Day). This year's FIT Day was kicked off at Grade 9 Movie Night with 
a surprise opening ceremony revealing the theme... Hunger Games! Bright and early the next day, 
on September 17th, all our Grade 9’s boarded the busses and the games began. At Camp Green 
Acres, Districts (teams) and their TSAC captains competed in activities such as "Big Ball Soccer" to 
earn tickets and see which District is most "FIT" to save Katniss and Primrosie from the Capitol. 
The day of bonding, teamwork, and spirit was a huge success in bringing the Grade 9’s closer to-
gether. Special shout out to District 4 for defeating the Capitol and winning FIT Day! Thank you to 
all the Grade 9’s for participating and making this year's FIT Day the best one yet! 
 
Rosie Asgharzadeh (Internal Social/Primrosie)  
Syvanne Avi  
(President/Katniss) 
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Terry Fox Run September 30th 



9  

 



10  

 



11  

Guidance News 
We would like to congratulate these six grade ten  
students that have already completed their Graduation Requirement of 40 
Community Service Hours in their grade 9 year.  They have earned 
VIstatus and our now a member of the "40" - Niner Club. 
 

 
They have given back to various community organizations, such as Clubs 
at Thornlea, Camps, Community Festivals, Community Sports, Religious 
Centres, and other Not-For-Profit organizations. 
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Salutations from the Guidance Department!  Our team has been very busy since regis-
tration day on September 1st.  We would like to thank you for your patience in our ef-
forts to support your child for this school year.  The Guidance Team this year consists 
of Mr. Paul Stephenson (Counselor/Student Success),  
Ms. Andrea Tse (Counselor & Head of ESL), Ms. Joan Walker (Counselor & SHSM  
Co-ordinator),  
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance (Counselor) and Ms. Gail Burdett (Guidance Sec-
retary). 
 
The team has been trying its best to support every student that “requests” a timetable 
change this school year.  To date, we have seen approximately 150 grade 12 students, 
105 grade 11 students, 75 grade 10 students, 30 grade 9 students and 65 new interna-
tional visa students, plus 35 new registrations. This process was completed on Friday 
Sept. 18th.  We thank you for your patience and understanding through this busy time. 
 
We also would like to announce the new process for making guidance appointments.  
If any student would like to make an appointment with their “Alpha” identified counselor 
or by their SHSM/Co-op/EOP designation or by their ELL status, they should come to 
the Guidance Office before school starts (8:30 to 8:45), during their lunch (11:30 to 
12:30), or after school (3:00 to 3:30). 
 
We have spoken or will be speaking to each grade level with respect to what Guidance 
Services offer, the Post-Secondary application process, course selections and commu-
nity service hour requirements on the following dates: 
 
Friday September 25th         Grade 12 Assembly 
Tuesday September 29th       Grade 11 Assembly 
Wednesday September 30th        Grade 9 Assembly 
Thursday October 1st        Grade 10 Assembly 
  
Many Post-Secondary Institutions (Universities and Colleges) will be coming to 
Thornlea to speak to our senior students in the first semester.  We have scheduled Ry-
erson, Queen’s, York, Waterloo, McMaster, Wilfrid Laurier, U of T, Ryerson, Western, 
Seneca, Humber and Centennial, just to name a few.  The dates and times of these 
information sessions will be in this  E-bulletin, announced in advance by the Guidance 
Department and posted on our School website and posted outside our Guidance of-
fice. 
 
We would also like to remind our learning community that there is a process in place 
for Community Service Hours.  All students must complete 40 community hours to ob-
tain their Ontario Secondary School Diploma.  The Guidance department must ap-
prove your community service opportunity before you start your hours.  Please see 
your counselor for pre-approval. 
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We also would like to announce the recently approved initiative to all our grade 9 stu-
dents.  Grade 9 students that complete their 40 community service hours in their grade 
9 year will receive a special certificate of completion.  Also, as an added incentive, 
when the school has special events, such as dances, or buy-ins, they will get into one 
event for free! 
 
For more information on volunteer opportunities, please come down to the Guidance 
Office and pick up a Community Service Hours form and please take a look at our 
“Volunteer Bulletin Board” for opportunities to fulfill this Ministry of Education require-
ment. 
I would also like to take a moment to personally welcome our learning community to a 
new school year and supporting all our students towards success. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Nizam Alkins, Head of Guidance and Career Education 
 
Post-Secondary Information – Important Dates: 
 
*Thornlea S.S. Scholarship Information Meeting: Thursday Oct. 1st  at lunch in 
room 213.  
 
Ontario University Fair – September 25 to 27 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre 
Concordia & Bishops presentation September 26 @ Textile Museum of Canada 
St. Andrews College Canadian Universities’ Fair on September 30 
Angus Glen Library University & College Fair on October 3 
Study and Go Abroad Fair – Saturday Oct. 4 and 5 www.studyandgoabroad.com @ 
MTCC 
Ontario College Info Fair – Monday Oct. 19 and Tuesday Oct. 20 at the Direct Energy 
Centre 
University Information Program - Tuesday October 20 from 6:30 to 9:00 at Bradford 
District H.S.   
 
University/College Visits: 
See List in this E-Bulletin….. 
 
More than 25 Universities/Colleges are scheduled for the Months of September, Octo-
ber and November, please listen to the announcements, check the bulletin boards out-
side of the Guidance Office, or come check with a Guidance counselor.  Thank you. 
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 Post Secondary Visits for Fall 2015 

 
 

Date Name Time Room 

September 29th Brescia University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm TBA 

October 1st Ryerson Engineering 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 7th Western University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 8th Carleton University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 9th Seneca College 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 13th Humber College 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 14th Guelph-Humber 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 19th Huron University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 20th Wilfrid Laurier University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 21st Brock University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 23rd Centennial College 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 26th Nipissing University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 28th Guelph University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

October 29th UOIT 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 2nd U of T 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 5th Waterloo University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 9th Ryerson University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 13th George Brown 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 16th University of Ottawa 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 17th Trent University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 18th McMaster University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 19th Windsor University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 20th Queens University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   

November 30th Laurentian University 11:30 am – 12:30 pm   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 
September 25     Safety Assembly Gr 12 Per 1 
 
September 28     PD DAY 
 
September 29     Safety Assembly Gr 11 Per 1 
 
September 30     Safety Assembly Gr 9 Per 1 
 
September 30     Terry Fox Run Period 2 
 
October 1      Safety Assembly Gr 10 Per 1 
 
October 2      Club Fair @ Lunch 
 
October 2 -4     TSAC Youth Leadership  
       Camp Canada (YLCC)  
 
October 7      Photo Retake Day 
 
October 12     Thanksgiving (No school) 
 
October 14     Interim Reports Home 
       Parents’ Night Info Home 
 
October 15     Grade 8 Family Night 
       6:30—8:30pm 
 
October 19     School Council Mtg 7:15pm 
 
October 29     Parents’ Night 7-8:30pm 
 
 


